REVELATION Chapter 3 -

74 And unio the angel of the church of the Laodiceans
write: These things saith the Amen, the faithiful and frue
witness, tha beginming of the creation of God:

15 [ know thy works, that thow art neither cold nor fiot:
f wow'd thou weart cold ar hol.

76 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
ror hat, § wilf spue thee out of my mowth.

17 Because thou sayest, { am rich, and increased with
goeds, and have need of nothing: and knowest not that
thou arf wretched, and myserable. and poor, and biind,
and naked:

18 [ counszel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fira, that
thou mayest be rch; and whita raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness
da not appear; and anoint thine eves with eyesalve, that
thou mMayest s8e.

19 Az many as [ fove, [ rebuke and chasten: be zeafous
therefore, and repent,

Thesa scriptures weara spoken by the resurrected Lond
to the Mew Testament Church. They are not isolated.
In fact, there sre seven letters to sewven diffarant
congregations in the second and third chaptar of
Rewvelations. In five of the seven latters Jesus rebukes
and corrects His Church. What church is this? It is the
Church. It is the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is His
bride. They are the blood bought believars -the bem
again Sons of Geod. They haal the sick, cast out devils,
speak in tongues, preach the gospel and go everywhere
full of the Holy Ghost.

“As many as I love, | rebuke
and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.”
Jesus Christ

| list all thosa wonderful attributes of the Church sao
that we will coma to tha realization that thair church
was not so vary different from our own {unless you say
theirs was more alive). And yet Jesus thought they
needed corection. Jesus scolded them for luke-
warmness. He chalienged their self-zatisfaction and
thraw the hammer of His woard at the heart of their
concait, Jasus was obviously not awara that sin
was no longer 8 problem in the Church., He was
avidently not eware that His blood hed 3o eradicated the
sin problam that it ne longer needed to be mentioned in
the church. He didn't realize that it would only produce
a sin consciousnass that would be detrimental to ones
advancement in the faith., Jesus had not been taught
that people neaded only to be shown their position in



Christ and their riphts as
believars. Poor Jesus came fram
that Old Tastament School and
had never been taught that
negative teaching like this only
disheartened the people and
would probably only make the
offerings and attendance lower.
Poor Jesus didn't realize that
baating the sheep like this, that
is, painting out the sin of a
congragation and commanding
repentance waould only encourage
mare rebellion and hostility to tha
Gospel, Pgor Jesus didnt know
that thesae poor suffaring young
Christians  know what thair
problems were. Thoy didn't nead
te hear that they were falling
short of their calling and were
disappointing God. They didn't
rneed this condemnation junk.
After all, what about thair salf
imager? Doesn't Gospel mean
Good MNews? All they needed
was g word of encouragement
from Him. All they needad was
the campassiongte touch from
the woundsed healer himself.
Foor Jesus just doesn’t seam to
understand. Ha just doesn't
hawe a pastor's heart. Poor
Jasus. Peoor, poor, Jesus,

| CALL IT HERESY, yet this is
the drivel that is going forth
today. | know | am writing with
a sharp tongue, but | cannot do
otherwise. | cry for the glory of
God. | ery for honesty in the
pulpits and pray for the truth ta
break forth and heal tha land but
instead it's getting worse and
worsa. Where are the men of
God who cry against sin in this
generation? Whare are tha man
of God who care more abhout the
honor of God than honor frem
mean? Whaere are the men of God
whia will cry sloud and spare not
and show the people their sin.
le. 58:1.

Jesus said "As many as | love,
| rebuke and chasten: be zealous
therefore, and repent.” Yat in
our day there is no correction,
no repantance and no place for

it in tha Church, The crying
ghame of it all 15 nowr, the young
ministers are taught just exactly
the appasite. They are given the
wine of suceass and scceptance
ta drink and commandad to
prophecy not. Amos 2:12,

The Word of God says in
deremiab 23;22 "But if they (the
prophats) had sfood i my
counsed, and cavsad my people
to hear my words, then they
shop'd fave twrned them from
their evil way. and fram the avif
of their doings.” Jesus was
faithful ta this instruction befora,
and after his resurraction,
likewise Pater, James, John,
Faul and all tha othar apostles.
The great soul winners of days
gona by like Whitefield, Weslay,
Finney and Sunday followed suit,
but not =0 today,

Error that becomes
feundation for other
docirine is heresy

God forbid that a prophecy o+
a massage in tongues with
interpretation or even 8 sermon
should be so negative as to be
against sin.  In our day, it is
callad beating the sheep. Don't
warn the wicked of the wrath to
come. Don't talk abaut hell fire
and damnation. Don’t talk about
the righteous demands of a Haly
God.

These subjects are on the ~Ten
Least Wanted List" of the chwrch
and God help tha praashar wheo
daras to touch them.

Again, | CALL IT HERESY!
Herasy comes from a Greek word
that means to choose. ‘When
one chooses only a part of the
truth and holds only to that part,
he is in danger of being a heratic.
Truth pushed to the extreme is
arror and error that bacomes
foundation for other doctrine is
heresy.

One great pigce of truth that
is often misused and pushed to
the extrema is “God /s Love”
[Jn a8, Inour genoeration man
think that God iz so loving that
He would navear send anyone to
hell. Yeat in Matt 25 when Jesus
speaks of the judgement vs, 41
says "Then shall he say also unio
thern on the feft hand, Depart
from me, vye cursed, o
everfasting five. prepared for the
devil and his angals: * 1t goes an
to cay that these paople protast
but it dees not change the
putcome, Vs, 46 concludes
And these shalfl go away inio
everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into fife etemal ™ s
God Lova? Of course He is.
That i3 His essence, but He is
also rightecus. He makas holy
damarks that must ba met. “For
owr God is 8 consuming fire. "
Heb 12:29. "t iz 3 fearfui thing
te fall inta the hands of the lving
God. ® Heb 10:31.

The simple rule of intarproting
scripture is this: All scripture
must be interprated in the light
ef all other scripture,
Unfortunately, in an effort to
remain  positive,  anything
negative or unpopular is being
dismissed wholesale. The
balance of the Word is being
abandoned to accommaodate the
current trends. Preachers are
actudlly standing in theair pulpits
and saying "Don't preach an hall
fire and damnation. MNobody
needs to hear that stuff.” Yet
Jesug preached more about hell
than anyone in tha EBibla, Iz
Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
today and forever or not?
Preachers want the power but
waon’t preach like He preached.

|5 it any wonder things are
going absolutely wild. Sexypal
immaorality is statistically the
same among TChristian” young
people as among nen-Christians.
One out of two marriages ends
in divorce in o out of the
Chureh. In pur genoration



"sipping saints” are everywhere boasting of their liberty and
damning multitudes of their weaker brothers in the process.
Come on! How many "Christians™” are addicted to alcohol,
movies, soap operas, sex, sports or something else? Where are
men and women addicted to Jesus? Addicted to pleasing Him?
Addicted to serving one another?

Il Timothy 3:1-5 says "This know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection,
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of
those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godiliness,
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”
Obviously that time is now! It would seem that the Church
would come out from among such junk and be separate. Who
could believe that instead of heralding holiness in the wicked
day in which we live, preachers would cry "Peace, Peace.”?
Jer 6:14

Plain and simple it is the result of damnable heresies slipping
into the Church. Men who should know better will not receive
correction and consequently multitudes will be deceived. As
tough as this letter is, | must tell you that | write it with a
broken heart, a heart broken for the honor of God,a heart broken
for Jesus’ words which are being ignored and a heart broken
for the multitudes whose eternal destinies hang in the balance.
Jesus said "As many as | love | rebuke and chasten, be zealous
therefore and repent.” The fact that we can repent is wonderful
good news. If you've been guilty of embracing only the parts
of the Gospel that you like - if you’ve been deceived by the
"new doctrines” that are being peddled as truth then simply
repent. Go back to your first love. Take His correction and
embrace your Lord. Pray that He will teach you the fear of the
Lord and that He will keep you from offending Him. 1’ve loved
you enough to tell you the truth. | pray that you will receive it
and let it prosper your soul.



